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A Word from the Principal …
2013 is an exceptional year. TKGS girls not only made their mark in
the sporting field and the concert hall but they also made inroads
into traditionally strong debating circles. These achievements
mark the values that define TKGians: determination, integrity,
graciousness and, above all, the humility to risk failure when they
pit their skills against the best.
2013 is also an exceptional year in terms of our heritage. As we
come of age, and take stock of all that the 60 cohorts of TKGians
have built, we also celebrate and ask ourselves: what will the next
60 years hold?

We are therefore, at the cusp of reinventing, repositioning and
refreshing our values to determine what drives us. As we do so,
staff and students take pride in knowing that there are stakeholders
-- parents, alumni and the larger community -- whom we can draw
support from, and with whom our narrative must be co-authored.
As you read this newsletter, I invite you to share with us your
thoughts. Whether you are a student, parent, or an interested
stakeholder, do come and celebrate with us in our uniquely
TKGian way. Moribus modestus!
Mrs Mary Seah, Principal

New Baby for TKGS Alumni: The Youth Chapter
When a school has reached its 60th year, it encompasses more
than two generations of ex-students among its alumni. The
Youth Chapter will of course be a sub-set of the existing TKGS
Alumni but essentially, it aims to connect the more recent
batches of ex-TKGians who are eager to share with current and
future batches of TKGians what being a TKGian meant to them.
The newly-established TKGS Youth Chapter, in other words, aims
to increase the overall number of TKGians who are willing to be
involved in the school’s programmes.
Why do we want to stay connected? Because we are passionate
about TKGS of course! We want to come forward to share our
knowledge and expertise simply because of how much we were
impacted during our 4 years here. We hope that through this
initiative we will be able to renew friendships that were forged
during our secondary school days; not just with members of our
own cohort but also with our immediate seniors and juniors whom
we knew in our CCA’s.
The soon-to-be launched Alumni portal entitled “TKGS Truly”, will
serve as the main platform that will connect not only the recently
graduated Youth Alumni members but also ex-TKGians and all
well-wishers of TKGS. The Portal will contain important updates
for Alumni members and serve as a platform for sharing our fond
memories of TKGS and connecting with fellow-TKGians. The
Youth Chapter will be involved in garnering support and increasing
numbers for the school’s four main flagship programmes as
stated below:
Be a Volunteer: To instil a sense of compassion and empathy
in TKGians and to volunteer in key school events and learning
journeys. E.g. local and overseas CIP trips and learning journeys
back to the old TKGS campus
Be a Mentor: To provide guidance and connections with
ex-TKGians who have become leaders in their own fields. E.g.
CCA Leaders’ Camps, OBS briefings, Career Awareness Day.
Be a Leader: To equip TKGians with greater leadership
opportunities. E.g. Organising public-speaking workshops,
Prefectorial Board Camps.
Be Connected: To create opportunities for ex-TKGians to interact
in various social settings and build a lifelong support system. E.g.
Homecoming, Makan Sessions.

We are elated that the TKGS Youth Chapter will be launched in
conjunction with our school’s 60th anniversary celebrations! This
really does mark a milestone in TKGS’s history because we are
gathering like-minded youths to stay connected to TKGS by
sharing their experiences, especially on career awareness and the
various routes of tertiary education (see article on pg 2).
You can leave your contact details with us, either on the current
TKGS Portal under “Contact Us” or on the all-new TKGS Truly portal
when you register as a member. Current Sec 4s can also join during
various school events such as Graduation Day or Prom Night.
The creation of this TKGS Youth Alumni is probably the best
encapsulation of the TKGian spirit. That being said, we don’t
want to start too ambitiously on this new venture. We understand
many of the young ladies we are trying to reach out to, are
approaching various important undertakings in their lives, such
as higher education, entering the workforce and building up a lifelong relationship; all of which will demand time and commitment.
Nevertheless, we sincerely hope that our target-group will be able
to support this new endeavour.
Five years down the road, we hope to see the TKGS Youth Alumni
grow in numbers and most importantly, be a support system for
all ex-TKGians. This is the place to re-live the uniquely TKGS
experience. You most certainly don’t need me to tell you what that
is, do you?
By: Vaishnavi Vasudevan, Head Prefect, Class of 2010

Ex-TKGian Shares her Experiences
As part of the Inspirational Speakers’ Series for this year, the school invited Ms
Clarissa Sih, (third from left in photo) from the Class of 2009, to speak during
the Lower Secondary Assembly on 6th March. Despite doing well in her GCE
‘O’ level examinations, Clarissa had taken the unconventional path of pursuing
her passion for Mass Communications at Ngee Ann Polytechnic. She was
awarded a prestigious scholarship and also served as an NP Ambassador.
Later, she was given the opportunity to work as an intern with The Straits Times
Razor TV. Clarissa shared how TKGS had shaped her character and leadership
development. She encouraged her juniors to continue to develop their leadership
skills and inspired them to show care for others through community service.

Welcome to ‘TKGS Truly ’
What is ‘TKGS Truly’ you ask? It is our brand new portal!
Who is it for? All TKGians past and present. If you have had

TKGS 60th

any links with TKGS in the past 60 years, this is the place
you should visit.

Why? To connect with other TKGians, of course!

Anniversary Dinner

How?

Saturday 29 June 2013

• Register as a member of the portal and share your
memories, pictures and videos with fellow TKGians. You can
also learn more about the latest happenings at TKGS, keep
in touch with old friends or make new friends.
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(Cocktails start at 6 pm)

Raffles Town Club

From afar, tenuous yet strong, the ties of friendship
beckon. On a winged shoe, bearing the oil lamp, the
TKGS Spirit guides: a beacon of hope for tomorrow,
a mirror of joys past; while the ubiquitous green and
noble song remain. Let’s get together to relive 60
years, and give glory to her name.

• You can also make a difference in the lives of your juniors
by joining our Alumni or Youth Chapter (see front page
article). Let’s leave a legacy and lead TKGians onto the next
lap ahead!

New Name, New Concept: Community Involvement
Programme (CIP) is now VALUES in ACTION
Sec 2 Programme:
Steps:

• Explicit teaching of the 6-Step Problem-Solving approach
• Students work in groups on a community problem of their
choice
• Conduct in-depth research regarding the community issue
(including a survey)
• Groups implement a plan of action to solve the community
problem they have identified, in Term 3. The plan can comprise
advocacy, raising funds for the cause or direct service to the
community which has been identified.
• Groups display their projects during the Project Work Festival
in September.

Sec 1 Programme
Steps:

• Pre-Learning Journey research to better understand needs of the
community
• Learning Journey (LJ)
• Individual post-LJ reflection
• Group project/presentation -- groups with greater interest will
have the opportunity to delve further into their projects

Focus:

• Raise awareness, open their eyes to the needs of the community,
and stir their hearts.
• Have our girls ask questions and be inspired to do their part
• Groups will be supported by Project Work skills training

Focus:

• To help students gain greater insights into community issues
through a problem-solving approach, specialist talks and
learning journeys

Sec 3 Programme:
Steps

• Element of Choice given to teacher-mentors and student groups
• Students work in teams on community causes they choose from
the list presented by teacher-mentors
• Groups may connect with national or even international
organisations that support these causes
• Groups use CmPS approach for their projects
• Students proceed to implement the projects

CCA ViA Programme: Interacters Serve at Batam
Orphanage
Teacher ICs: Ms Tang Yi Lin,
Mrs Kang Ai Wee,
Mdm Masdiah, Mrs J Kong.
The teachers were joined by
Youth Alumni members, Ms
Rinie Gupta and Ms Vaishnavi
Vasudevan who joined the team
as chaperones, facilitators and ‘big sisters’ to the Interactors.
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others.” This happened to 30 TKGS
Interactors in their Overseas Community Involvement Programme
from 29th to 31st March at the Betesda Orphanage at Batam,
Indonesia. The Interactors first conducted a series of ice-breaking
games and mass dances that brightened the children’s faces.
Following that, they conducted Basic English, Mathematics and Art
lessons in small groups. The girls then decided to divert the money
allocated for other activities to purchase basic necessities such as
toiletries and baby-care products. This was to improve the rather
deplorable conditions at the orphanage.
It was heartening to see the faces of the children light up despite
the lack of luxuries at the orphanage. This made the Interactors

feel they should change their attitude towards their school, family
and friends by learning to be more appreciative of what they have.
Many also expressed their wish to conduct similar projects later
on in life.
Moreover, during a reflection session, the girls also showed their
appreciation for TKGS Youth Chapter Alumni members (Vaishnavi
and myself) who they said had helped them by sharing meaningful
personal experiences which they could truly relate to and learn
from. They were also inspired by our passion and enthusiasm
which motivated them throughout the trip.
In conclusion, it was an enriching experience which contributed to
the greater good of society.
By: Ms Rinie Gupta (TKGS Class of 2010)

Focus:

• To give students the opportunity to deepen their learning, and
champion their causes.

Sec 4 Programme
Steps:

• Students applied the 6-Step Problem-Solving approach to
prepare a graduation gift for the school. (e.g. Sec 4/4’s
attractively painted man-hole covers in photo below)
• Students who were interested in the Sec 3 projects were also
given the opportunity to sign up to be mentors to Sec 3 ViA groups

Focus:

• Since it is their ‘O’ level year, the school appreciates any effort
students make, whether big or small, to leave some kind of
‘graduation gift’.
• The key is in the skilful guidance provided by their teachers
to ‘ignite’ their drive to leave a legacy to the school without
them over-taxing themselves.
All the above efforts in promoting Values in Action to our students
would not have been possible without the initiative and efforts
of SMC members, Mrs Angela Foo and Mrs Janice Chua, ViA
Coordinators, Ms Yoges, Mrs Angie Sew, Ms Serena Lee and Ms
Tang Yi Lin, our partners and of course our Teacher-Mentors who
are the FMs and Resource FMs.
By: Mrs Shirley Lee (Vice-Principal)

One Example of a Sec 3 ViA project:

Tiny Hands 2 is a project focusing on children with special
needs. The Teacher-Mentors shortlisted three organizations:
the Children’s Cancer Foundation, Make-a-Wish Foundation
Singapore and Eden Children’s Centre for Children with
Autism. Sec 3 students who volunteered for this project were
allowed to choose which of the above three organizations
they wanted to work with. The girls needed to contact the
organization of their choice and find out exactly what kind of
help was needed.
After much discussion, four Sec 3 groups chose to work
with Eden Children’s Centre for autistic children aged from
3 to 7. The teachers-in-charge: Mr Hasrin, Mrs Janice Chua
and Ms Ni Xiao Feng took the students to the Centre which
is located in Simei. The intention was to meet the people
in charge of the centre and be briefed on its needs. Some
of the groups subsequently made contact with the people
in charge on their own. As a result of the discussions, the
following decisions were taken: two groups will carry out
fund-raising for the Centre and create awareness for it by
selling cupcakes and cookies in Terms 2 and 3.
One group decided to do fund-raising for the Centre’s
learning journey to the Zoo scheduled for 11th May 2013.
They volunteered to assist with logistics and prepare food
for the children. They would also accompany the children
to the Zoo. The last group volunteered to do fund-raising in
order to obtain money to create teaching aids and resources
for the Centre. Accordingly, this group sold cupcakes in
Term 2 and will start on the creation of the learning aids and
resources in Term 3.
By: Mr Hasrin (Teacher-Mentor for Tiny Hands 2)
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A School of Distinction in more ways than one!
Academic:

The class of 2012 had done the school proud with their achievements in the ‘O’ level examinations, with more than half the cohort
obtaining 5 or more distinctions. Below we capture the feelings of three ex-Sec 4’s on that momentous day in their lives.
“I queued up in front of my form teachers, knowing that in a matter of seconds, my ‘O’ level results would be handed to me. I could
feel every part of my body trembling in anticipation as I stepped forward to take the slip of paper resting in my teacher’s outstretched
hand. 7 hours later, I lay in bed staring at the ceiling. The feeling had started to sink in. It was a feeling of accomplishment, satisfaction,
disbelief and gratitude. My mind wandered back to the long and tiring days in school, the late nights forcing myself to complete my
revision and the days when weariness seemed to be the only emotion I could feel. The ‘O’ levels were really a learning experience for
me. I had learnt to persevere and I was also reminded that there were many people who would be there to encourage me whenever I
felt too ‘sian’ (fed up) to go on.” (Gracia Lee Sec 4/9 2012)
“I felt a sense of déjà vu because I’d visualised this scene so many times. In my visualisations, I’d imagined the best possible outcome
and the worst. When I received my own results, some of the pressure was released, but the focus of the pressure changed. It was no
longer the mystery of my results that plagued me, but their implications. The structure of Singapore’s education system intrigues me.
To some extent, your life in Singapore’s education system is mapped out, from start to finish, but there are still some decisions you
have to make on your own…” (Loveena Sharma Sec 4/1 2012)
“I hadn’t expected to do well in the exams as I knew that I had gotten some basic questions in the E Math paper wrong. I had also
been unable to finish a question in one of the other papers and I was sure that would cost me dearly. Thus, when I entered the school
hall, my spirits were very low. Even the sight of my friends did little to lift my spirits. When the time came to collect the results slip, I had
mixed feelings. I didn’t even want to know how I had done but then again, I didn’t want to remain ignorant. Finally I took the results slip
and scanned it. I sighed in relief because I had done well enough. Not spectacularly well, but well enough to make my fears about my
future, groundless.” (Tejala Rao Sec 4/5 2012)

CCA: Sports
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National Position

East Zone Position

Sailing
‘B’ Division: 3rd
‘C’ Division: 3rd

Badminton
‘B’ Division: 4th
‘C’ Division: 2nd

Softball
‘B’ Division: 2nd

Netball
‘C’ Division: 2nd

Tenpin Bowling
‘B’ Division: 2nd
The Softball team (see photo) achieved an outstanding 2nd placing at the National Inter-School ‘B’ Division Softball Championship
Finals at Kallang Softball Pitch on 7th March while the Badminton ‘B’ and ‘C’ Division teams achieved 4th and 2nd positions respectively
in this year’s East Zone Inter-School Badminton Championships.

Bowling Away the Competition!
25th February marked the start of the 20th National Inter-School Ten-Pin Bowling
Championships for our ‘B’ Division Bowling Team. We had been training for months
for this competition and we definitely wanted to do well but our competitors
included the Singapore Sports School, Raffles Girls’, Methodist Girls’ and many
more formidable teams. The competition lasted for 4 days and our performance
was a little erratic. Therefore, we had no idea where we stood. Then came the last
day when it was the team event and the prize-winning ceremony. You could see
that everyone was really putting their all into the competition. Then it was time for the results….
When the announcer announced that our school had clinched the second position, beating our long-time rival, Raffles Girls’, we
jumped for joy! Our coach was so happy that he could barely contain his excitement. This was the first time our school had managed
to clinch the second position instead of our usual third or fourth place. We would like to credit Ashleigh Tan from 4/2, Charmaine Leow
from 4/7, Chelsea Chan from 4/4 and Ellis Leong from 4/5, for clinching the first position in the Team Event, beating even the Singapore
Sports School! Our gratitude must go to the school, our schoolmates, teachers (Mr Hasrin, Mrs Tan W L and Ms Yeo L S) and Coach
Adam, for their tremendous and never-ending support.
By: Nadia Sharmin 4/3 (Captain), Nadia Falisha 3/2 and Chelsea Chan 4/4 (Vice-Captains)

CCA: Performing Arts

TKGians
also
performed
excellently at the Singapore
Youth Festival Central Judging
Competition. All our Performing
Arts
groups
(Dance
Club,
Symphonic Band, Drama Club,
Choir and String Ensemble)
achieved the coveted Certificates
of Distinction. Congratulations to
one and all!

5

CCA: Clubs & Societies

LDS Members Triumph
at National Debate
Competition!
Have you ever wondered if talent shows should be judged by
audiences or by qualified judges? Do you think audiences really
have enough knowledge to pick the Final One? This was precisely
the topic being debated at the Grand Finals of the prestigious
Annual Secondary School Debating Championship organised
jointly by the Julia Gabriel Centre for Learning and the Debate
Association of Singapore.
This year saw a total of 35 schools taking part and our Literary
& Debating Society (LDS) members, Veena Vinod (4/3), Nur
Afiqah bte Ashefjah (3/5), Megan Apostol (3/3), reserves Chua
Chi Hwee (4/5) and Curling Amal (2/2) who had participated in a
total of 6 debates in the entire tournament, managed to win every
single round including the Final ONE! Their last opponent was
Serangoon Secondary School, and the motion was: “This House
believes that the results of talent contests should be decided by
specially-selected judges, not by the audience or the public.”
Veena’s succinct line: ‘Talent shows can do without judges, but
they cannot do without an audience’, obviously managed to
impress the judges. Those who were present at the finals saw
the magical transformation of our debaters. The girls coached by
LDS teachers Mrs Lai Fun Smahon and Mr Christopher Roy, put

Happy champions (from left to right): Afiqah, Veena, Megan, Chi Hwee and
Curling with Mrs Julia Gabriel, founder of the debating championship.

their research to good use and countered their opponents’ points
stylishly. Our debaters managed to speak off-the-cuff fearlessly
unlike the previous year when they had been novices. The Best
Speaker title for the Final went to Megan while Veena was voted
one of the Best Speakers in the whole tournament. Although it
was tough juggling school work and other concerns, the team’s
sheer doggedness saw them through each gruelling round held
on a Friday from 6.00 pm all the way till 10.30 pm!

Getting to know Parentlink

TKGS is fortunate to have a dedicated group of parents who
partner the school in enhancing the educational experience of all
TKGians. We managed to catch up with Ms Polly Tian, the current
Chairman, and another Exco member, Mrs Sharen Merchant, and
found out more about their involvement in the TKGS Parentlink.
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How has joining Parentlink made life more meaningful for you?
SM: Being a parent-volunteer in a secondary school is rather
different from being involved at the primary level. You still get the
precious moments but they are mixed with the challenges and trials
of being a parent of a Singaporean teenager. Our role now is more of
support rather than helping to physically look after or entertain young
children. We have to use our contacts and expertise to provide
enhanced learning experiences for the girls. It helps that there are so
many amazing parents in Parentlink who support each other.
PT: If you have the courage and the time (ha ha...) you should join
our Parentlink What’s App chat which started one day after our 2nd
meeting on 12th April this year. Within 10 days, we had a group of
21 incredible parents, giving real time feedback and suggestions,
with photos and funny face icons, which can be important because
we need to get to know one another better, before we can work
effectively and meaningfully towards our ultimate goal of raising
funds for Parentlink as well as creating good memories for our girls
and ourselves.
What were some of the challenges you have faced as a
Parentlink volunteer?
SM: I think one of our major challenges as Parentlink volunteers is
balance. We are a fun-loving group who look forward to cupcake
and popsicle sales because we know they bring a dash of colour
into our girls’ lives. Yet we are aware that at the secondary school
level, the emphasis has to be more on giving our girls learning
opportunities and challenging them to take that one step further in
whatever they do.
PT: For me complying with National Environment Agency
regulations is a big challenge. I am not kidding, because we have
to meet certain standards whenever we organize events.

We have a great team and we put in all this effort for our daughters.
Together we can make lovely memories for our girls and ourselves!
PT: Take the first step to reach out to your child through your
involvement in Parentlink. Come and get to know the rest of the
parents whom I have grown together with for the last two years
(slowly but surely) and tap on our experiences, in raising our
daughters. If you have any concerns, share them.
Is there any special moment or memory you would like to
share about your experience as a Parentlink volunteer?
SM: My daughter’s team made it to the Nationals of the CmPS
project last year. We parents spent the whole of last year at
the side-lines witnessing the ups and downs of group-work and
when the team made it to the finals, we were asked to assist
in their preparations. That is one experience I will never forget.
We saw how hard the girls and teachers worked on the project
and were glad we could contribute in some way. My husband
spent his time training the group for the interview section. He
is so proud of HIS girls that he now has a picture of the team
displayed in his study. The whole thing was such an eye-opener
for all involved!
PT: I am so glad that I volunteered my hand-phone number during
my 1st Parentlink meeting on the ‘lohei nite’ early this year. Caring
parents started sms-ing me with their feedback and suggestions
and I answered them promptly. I felt that that was a breakthrough
which will help Parentlink to grow. Let me now give you all who
are reading this interview my hp number, which is 91845201. I
hope to get ideas from all you parents out there. In addition, the
incredible support we have received from Principal Mrs Mary
Seah, Vice-Principals Ms New Yi Cheen and Mrs Shirley Lee as
well as Operations Manager, Mdm Michelle Khoo, has been most
encouraging too. I feel that we are a great team together, doing our
best to make things happen for TKGians.
Any upcoming Parentlink events you would like to invite
other parents to?
SM: We will have another up-coming TK Towkay sale of Popsicles
in the 2nd half of the year. Then to end the school’s 60th Anniversary
Celebrations with something fun and meaningful, we are planning
to host a Flea Market/Carnival to coincide with the TKGS Open
House on Saturday, 16th November. For that we will need parents
to suggest ideas for booths and run them, e.g. there could be a
henna-painting booth or games booths.
We also need Parent Mentors to work with the girls who will be
running their own booths so as to relieve the teachers and staff
of the school. Parents with carnival experience could advise on
logistics and work with the organizing team. Mrs Seah is worried
about the cost of tentage and other incidentals. Perhaps some
parents have ideas or connections which may be able to help us
in these areas.

How has being a Parentlink member impacted your
relationship with your daughter(s)?
SM: My daughter is resigned to the fact that I will be involved in her
life and school. However I think she is secretly pleased that I am in
Parentlink though she may not actually say so. She recently helped
me with my amateurish attempts at poster-making to promote our
TK Towkay Cupcake Stall in school.
PT: I always make it a point to share with my daughter whatever
Parentlink is embarking on. She is proud of me being active in
this group (though she does not say it openly) and she shows
her appreciation by studying harder to get better grades.
Subconsciously I believe she is motivated by my involvement. She
has blossomed into a more responsible teenager and an all-rounded
student. In other words, this mutual respect and understanding
has definitely enhanced our mother:daughter relationship.

We are also planning an Internship Programme for Sec 3 girls in
November. Again we appeal to parents to come forward to offer
a one-week internship in companies or even just suggest or
recommend contacts that we can follow-up on. Last year, more
than a hundred Sec 3 girls applied but there were only 58 places.
It was very sad.
PT: The only thing I wish to add is that I hope to see as many
parents and daughters as possible during the 60th TKGS
Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, 29 June 2013, at the Raffles Town
Club. It is a moment to instill pride in our TKGians when they see in
person ex-TKGians who have become the Speaker of Parliament
and Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health officiating at this
memorable function. By seeing and hearing them, hopefully they
will be motivated to be someone who could also make a difference
to the lives of all Singaporeans in the future.

What key message would you like to send to other parents?
SM: We are an important link between the school and its students.
We are also a platform at which ideas can be shared. Come join us!

By: Mrs R Lopez and Ms Kalavathy (Publications Sub-Committee)

A Look into the Future on MathScientiz Day
What happens when the Mathematics
and Science Departments put their
collective genius together? They
think of exciting ways to promote
scientific and technological literacy via
experiential learning, of course! With its
theme “Into the Future”, MathScientiz
Day involved the entire Secondary One
cohort in a series of fun-filled activities
on the afternoon of 8 March 2013.
Highlights: Making egg parachutes, studying gene mutation &
the effects of pollution, exploring the Planetarium set up by the
Science Centre, peering through a telescope with guidance from
the VJC Astronomy Club, estimating the number of stars in the
sky using Mathematical Inquiry, learning how to make smoke
rings & chalk chromatography
Sixty-five Primary Six girls, from four Primary schools, responded
to the invitation to participate in this event and were richly
rewarded for their interest. From their expressions of “Wow!” and
“Ooh!” to the way their eyes lit up at each new discovery, we
knew we had succeeded in engaging them.

Here’s what one ‘mini-scientist’ had to
say: ‘I have learnt that different solvents
will separate the different dyes found
in ink. I also learnt about the process
of ‘sublimation’ of dry ice and enjoyed
watching the effect of the metal spoon on
dry ice.’
In conjunction with MathScientiz Day,
there was also a screening of the highlyacclaimed film entitled “Three Idiots”
which beautifully illustrates certain misconceptions about
teaching and learning. Here is one example of a reflection written
by a student after the movie:
“I think this movie is a good wake-up call to everyone. Everyone
always crams blindly the day before exams without bothering
about understanding and enjoying learning. I think we must all
learn to study with our heart, not just for the grades but also for
the passion and joy of knowledge.”
By: Ms Sultana Rahman, Subject Head, Physics

TKGians Debate in ‘Parliament’ and Win!
Eight students represented TKGS on 30th March at the ACJC History Society’s British Parliamentary
Debate. One team comprising of Veena Vinod from Sec 4/3 and M Praveena Naidu (see photo at left)
from Sec 4/8 emerged Champion, while Nur Afiqah from 3/5 and Ivy Wong from Sec 3/3 came in Third!
The debate was conducted in the British Parliamentary style which is different from the usual debate
format we are familiar with. The motions were released only two weeks earlier but we were not told if
we were the Proposition or Opposition until the day itself. Hence, we had to be analytical and think on
our feet because we had to prepare our cases within the allocated preparation time of thirty minutes.
The final round was a tough one as the motion ‘China’s rise from the 1980’s has been a threat to the
world’ required in-depth understanding of the role China has played in international relations since that period. Nevertheless, Veena
and Praveena did a splendid job. They rebutted every wild speculation and assumption made by their opponents. They also offered
clear and well-thought out arguments. Although 2 of the teams did not get into the finals, the experience was euphoric for all, seeing
our team-members defending their points and challenging their opponents. We had a wonderful learning experience from which we
gained valuable knowledge both about historical events and debating procedure.
By: S Archana (Sec 4/3)

Strangers in School on Total Defence Day
“Installation Art can be defined as the placement of objects
in a certain context in order to convey a certain feeling, idea or
experience. Through their placement, a relationship is created
between the objects and the viewer.”
On 15th February 2013, otherwise known as Total Defence Day,
TKGS played host to guests of a different kind – several humanlooking plastic sculptures wearing the complete TKGS uniform,
placed at the benches in the canteen. These were created with
the help of Art Club members. The NE Committee had decided
to move away from the routine fire drills and food rationing usually
held on Total Defence Day and conducted a social experiment
through Installation Art instead. The objective of this social
experiment was to observe the social interactions between
TKGians and members of society that could be neglected or even
discriminated against because they are ‘different’.
This Art Installation gave our students the chance to be more
actively engaged in a Total Defence Day activity. Students
experienced first-hand dealing with social acceptance within
their comfort zone. Their various reactions to the sculptures
were observed during Recess. Many students avoided the tables

where the sculptures were
placed. Often, they stared at
the sculptures while walking
towards the food stalls. Some
took pictures and left. Most
students who sat next to the
sculptures only did so due to
the space constraints and the
limited time left before Recess
ended.
The findings of this social experiment were shared with the student
population during Assembly. This year the Assembly programme
focused on Social Defence, which is the aspect of Total Defence
which serves to strengthen social cohesion in the diverse and
multi-faceted society we live in. Social Defence can be achieved
through the integration of the members in our society. Thus this
simple exercise enabled TKGians to reflect on how they can play
a part in this important aspect of Total Defence by being more
open to others and willing to include them into their circle.
By: Mr Ahmad & Ms Farhana (NE Committee 2013)
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Uniformed Groups Go Down Under
Our trip to environmental sites such as Rockingham Environment
Centre, Herdsman River, Perth Hills Forest Discovery Centre and
King’s Park taught us the importance of respecting wildlife and
nature. Through hands-on activities we learnt about the unique
wildlife found in Australia, and the innovative methods used to
help conserve the environment. Our trainers showed us the
beauty of nature and wildlife in Perth while reminding us what we
can do to conserve the environment. The positive spirit shown by
the trainers and volunteers there have encouraged us to play our
part in protecting Singapore’s environment.

Last November, 37 students from the Uniformed Groups and 4
teachers went to Perth, Australia, for and Environmental Education
learning experience. During their fruitful six day trip, students from
the Girl Guides, Red Cross and National Police Cadet Corps
(NPCC) visited schools as well as various environmental centres
and wildlife parks in Perth.

We also visited the Girl Guides Association in Western Australia,
the Police Rangers unit at Swan Valley Anglican Community
School and the Red Cross Cadets at Southern Hills Christian
College for an enriching learning experience. Through these
exchange programmes we learnt about the different activities
these units participate in. Most of their activities are outdoor
and adventure-based. Thus students become more resilient and
physically active. We also picked up many engaging ideas to
conduct fun yet educational programmes for our own UG units.
We hope to improve on these ideas to make our sessions more
enriching in terms of learning and character development.
By: Ruth Lee Sec 4/1

A Special Day for Women
8

The United Nations declared March 8th as International Women’s
Day, to celebrate and recognize the achievements of women all
over the world. While it is not widely commemorated around the
world, in a girls’ school like TKGS, it is important to recognize such
a meaningful occasion.
In the week leading up to March 8th, our international students put
up an Assembly item, in which they shared the changing roles of
women in their home countries. It was enlightening to learn that in
many of these societies, women are still expected to stay at home
instead of going to school or to work and it was inspiring to hear
that despite this, women there have risen above these prejudices.
Some have even dreamed of changing the world e.g. Anuradha
Koirala, a Nepalese social activist is working hard to help victims
of sex-trafficking.
Our international students also showed a powerful film, depicting
the life of a typical teenage girl in many countries: she is married
off at the age of 14 and becomes pregnant at 15. The animated
feature showed graphically that those who do not die during
childbirth often contract HIV. They face poverty and illness for the
rest of their lives. Then came the call to action: we have the power
to change these lives.
Through a mini-exhibition, we were also introduced to the
testimonies and achievements of some women who are changing

the world e.g. Michelle Obama, who is active in social work despite
her busy schedule as the First Lady of the United States, and Olivia
Lum, a Singaporean entrepreneur dedicated to social causes.
Having realized what life is like for girls in many parts of the world,
we must be thankful for the privileges we have here in Singapore
i.e. to be able to attend school and have equal opportunities in the
workplace. This realization will motivate us to work hard to maintain
what we have achieved, knowing that we can make a difference in
our homes, our work, and eventually in the world.
By: Carol Lerh, Sec 3/8
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